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1. How serious was the threat of popular radicalism in Britain during the French Wars?

2. In what ways was the British imperial project in India controversial at home in the 18th century?

3. What role did the Enlightenment play in Britain’s imperial project?

4. Discuss the impact of industrialization on the lives of ordinary people before 1850.  Have the negative effects been exaggerated?

5. What did the 1832 Reform Act change, and who did it benefit?

6. Was the Chartist movement a failure?

7. Discuss the ‘condition of England’ question.  How did writers and intellectuals describe the impact of the industrial revolution in the 1830s to the 1850s?

8. What role did religion play in addressing the problems of industrial Britain in the 19th century?

9. What was the idea of ‘Progress’ and what role did it play in 19th century British society?

10. What were the causes of the British empire’s vast territorial expansion in the 19th century? 

11.  What was the relationship between liberalism and empire in the 19th century?

12. Was Irish independence inevitable by 1914?

13. What was cultural impact of the First World War in Britain?

14. What was “shell shock” and how did views of it change in Britain in the era of the First World War?

15. To what extent did the empire have an impact on British culture?

16. Why did political extremism fail in Britain in the 1930s?
 
17.  What impact did the experience of war on the Home Front have on British society? To what extent was it a “People’s War”?

18. Why did Britain grant independence to so many of its colonies after the Second World War?

19. What is the ‘warfare state’ and how does it help us understand twentieth century Britain?

20. Is the “Thatcher Revolution” a myth?

